Baby walkers are
dangerous as

they allow infants
to move more
quickly around the
house

For product safety advice contact:

Department of Consumer and Employment Protection
Consumer Protection Advice Line 1300 30 40 54
(for the cost of a local call statewide)

baby walkers

SAFETY FOR KIDS
in the home @

8.30am - 5.00pm weekdays

Department of Consumer and Employment Protection
Forrest Centre

219 St Georges Terrace

Perth, Western Australia 6000

Locked Bag 14, Cloisters Square, Western Australia 6850

Administration: (08) 9282 0777
Fax: (08) 9282 0850

National Relay Service: 13 36 77
Website: www.docep.wa.gov.au
Email: consumer@docep.wa.gov.au

Great Southern 08) 9842 8366
South-West 08) 9722 2888
Mid-West 08) 9964 5644
Goldfields/Esperance (08) 9026 3250
North-West 08) 9185 0900

Kimberley 08) 9169 2811
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Information including advice (“information”) provided in this brochure is given

in good faith and solely on the basis that you are responsible for making your

own assessment of it and that you obtain your own independent advice with -

respect to matters relevant to you regarding the safe use of baby walkers. The 1
information should not be construed to waive any legal obligations of entities . [~
including manufacturers, wholesalers or retailers of baby walkers.

The State of Western Australia and its servants expressly disclaim any liability
and responsibility for the information contained in this brochure. You/ each reader/
each person who relies on the information waives and releases the State of

Western Australia and its servants to the full extent permitted by law from any
and all claims relating to the use of the information. In no event shall the State
of Western Australia and its servants be liable for any injury, loss or damage
resulting from the use of information. The State of Western Australia and its
servants do not accept liability for any injury, loss or damage incurred by reliance
on the information.

Department of Consumer
and Employment Protection

GOVERNMENT OF
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

This publication may not be reproduced or copied, except with the express
permission of the Department of Consumer and Employment Protection.
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Baby walkers have been a popular
nursery item on the Australian market
for about 30 years. There is growing
concern, in Australia and overseas,
about the dangers associated with

baby walkers due to the high number
of injuries related to their use. Most
of the injuries are to the head and are
suffered by children under 12 months
of age. Baby walkers prematurely
enable children to move freely and
quickly around a room and provide
very limited protection from hazards.

Ensure that your baby walker has the
following features

Stationary activity Features, such as a gripping  Too wide to fit through
centre does not have mechanism, minimise the doorway.
wheels risk of falls down steps

baby walkers

Preventing injuries to infants

All new and second-hand baby walkers supplied in trade
or commerce in Western Australia from 1 November
2002 must meet mandatory safety standards.

These standards aim to limit the risks of serious
injury but do not replace the need for babies to be
closely supervised when using a baby walker.

Compulsory safety features required to meet
the mandatory safety standard include:

B Stability — special features to minimise the risk of the

baby walker tipping over either forwards, backwards
or sideways — achieved through a wide base.

B Minimisation of the risk of falls down stairs —
normally achieved by friction strips or some other
form of braking mechanism on the undercarriage
that operates when the edge of the walker moves
over a step.

B Product warnings — consumer safety warnings state
that a child should never be left unattended.

Before you buy:

m Give some thought to the alternative types of
products that are likely to be just as entertaining but
safer. Stationary activity centres for infants are now
available and child safety specialists recommend
them as a safer alternative to baby walkers.

m Look for a label indicating that the baby walker
complies with the mandatory Australian safety
standard for baby walkers based on the US ASTM
F977 safety standard.

For extra safety checks:

Make sure your baby fits properly into the baby walker
and it supports your baby’s weight.

Make sure your baby’s feet can touch the floor while
sitting in the walker.

Look for a baby walker with a wide base for stability and
big wheels at least 50mm in diameter.

Check for any finger, arm or leg traps, sharp edges or
pinch points.

How to make your home environment
baby walker safe:

Do not let your baby have access to areas which are not
baby walker safe (eg slopes, sharp edges, hot items).

Only use the baby walker on flat, level surfaces.

Place child resistant barriers at the top of stairs.

Block access to open sliding glass doors or windows at
floor level. Sliding aluminium tracks can cause walkers to
topple.

Block access to heaters and fireplaces and check for
electrical cords on floors that could cause the baby walker
to topple.

Remove hazards that a child in a baby walker could have
access to. As a guide, look at things that are less than
900mm from the floor.

Remove or tack down the edges of loose rugs or carpets.

Never use baby walkers in kitchens, bathrooms or
laundries — there are too many hazards.

Never carry a baby walker while a child is in it, as it could
cause a fall-related injury.

Follow the safety instructions provided with the baby
walker, especially those for locking the frame into position

and adjusting the seat.

Most importantly, never leave a baby unsupervised in
a baby walker!




